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MDccLXXIII. 


ON. 


CONFIRMATION. 


1. HA there was ſuch a practice 

as Confirmation in the primitive 
Church, is clear from the expreſs words of 
the New Teſtament ; and that the proper 
ſubjects of it were thoſe Chriſtians who had 
already been admitted to Baptiſm. For the 
proof of which, we need only attend to the 
following account of this matter, which is 
delivered to us in the As of the Apoſtles — 
Now wwhen the Apoſtles which were at Feru- 
alem heard that Samaria had received tb 
Word of God, they ſent unto them Peter and 
Jobn; who when they were come down, prayed 
| B for 
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for them, that they might receive the Holy 


Ghoſt.” For as yet be wal. fallen upon none of 


them: only they were baptized in the name of 


the Lord Feſus. Then layed they their hands 


on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt*, 


The occaſion which called for the exerciſe 
of Confirmation, and all the circumſtances 
which attended it, are here ſo exactly relat- 
ed, that I ſhalt endefyour to explain the 
ſubject by ſelecting the particulars of this 
account, and making fuch remarks as are 


naturally ſuggeſted by each of them. 


II. It does not appear that the Chriſtian 


Church ſubſiſted any where as yet in its 


due form but at Jeruſalem. This City was 
the common ſeat of the Apoſtles, who re- 
ſided there, with the Elders and Deacons, 


as a Collegiate body; conſulting together 


for the propagation of the Faith, ſending 


abroad occaſionally ſuch members as they 


thought proper, from their own ſociety, for 
the work of the miniſtry, and receiving in- 
telligence from their agents in all quarters 
concerning ſuch queſtions as aroſe, and ſuch 


occurences as happened to them in the 
courſe of their labours. 


Acts vill, 14, &c. 
When 
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When they heard that Samaria had 7e 


ceived the Ward: of God, that is, that the 


people of Samaria had tepented, believed, 


and been baptized; it is no queſtion, amongſt 
them what ought to be done next, but it 


follows, as a thing of courſe, that they ſent 
out Peter and John, two perſons of the 


Apoſtolical Character. 


Here I cannot help obſerving, hight it 


is ſomewhat foreign to my ſubject, that this 
coecurrence ſeems by no means conſiſtent 
with that ſuperiority which ſome have at- 
tributed to St. Peter, over. the aſſembly of 
the Apoſtles: it being plain that he was 
among his Peers, and ſubject to be ſent out 
by them in common with other perſons of 
the ſame ofder. - 
Peter and Jobn being ſent upon this work 
without any previous conſultation concern- 
ing the expediency or neceſſity of it, it may 
be collected, that the Order and Diſcipline 
of the Church was already ſettled as to this 
affair, and that Confirmation by the impo- 
ſition of apoſtolical hands was appointed to 
ſucceed regularly to the ſacrament of Bap- 
tiſm. St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, reckoning up the principles of the 
Chriſtian doctrine, places repentance firſt in 
B 2 order, 
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order, then faith, then baptiſm, and. after 
that the /aying on of hands: which cannot 
ſignify the impoſition of hands in ordination; 
for then it could never haye been placed. 
among the firſt elements of inſtruction, 
proper to thoſe only who were unſeulful in 
the word of righteouſneſs +. His meaning is 

beſt explained by his own example, who, 
When he had found ſome diſciples but par- 
tially inſtructed at Epheſus, baptized them 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and then laid 
his hands upon them I, that they might re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt. From all which it. 
certainly follows, that the laying on of 
hands was the ordinary practice of the 
Chriſtian Apoſſolical Church, and that it 
was next in order to Baptiſm. That it was 
not a part of Baptiſm itſelf, appears from the 
example of thoſe at Samaria, whom Philip 

had baptized, but had left them to be con- 
* firmed at ſome other time by ſome other 
hands. 

This matter being ſo clear according to 
the terms of the Scripture, I think it need- 
leſs to enquire into the practice of the firſt 
Ages of the Church next after the Apoſtles. 


+ Chap. v. 13. t Ads xix. 5, 6. | 
It 
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It is certain that Confirmation was univer- 
fally obſerved, and that more ſtrictly than 
in the lower ages; but inſtead of being 
known by the term of Confirmation, it was 
more uſually ſignified by ſealing, anomting, 
and the impoſition of hands. Yet the term 
now in uſe ſeems to be warranted by the 
language of the New Teſtament. When 
Paul and Barnabas had determined to viſit 
their brethren in every city where they had 
already preached the word of God, it is ſaid 
of Paul, that * he went through Syria and 
« Cilicia, confirming the Churches,” His de- 
ſign was to advance thoſe who had already 
been converted and baptized; and as he 
had no time to waſte, it is moſt probable 
that his viſitation was official; that he ated 
in the Apoſtolical character, and confirmed 
his converts by the impoſition of hands. 
But whatever ambiguity there may be in the 
name, in the thing itſelf there is none at 
all. So we may paſs from the Inſtitution, 
to conlider the perſons by whom it is ad- 
miniſtered, 

III. Philip the Deacon had preached the 
Word to the people of Samaria, and baptized 
them, both men and women, and was till 
amongſt them. But though figns and mi- 
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racles were done by him, it is plain he was 
not qualified to adminiſter impoſition of 
hands, becauſe other perſons were formally 
ſent out from the Church for this purpoſe: — 
and as the perſons ſo ſent out were of the 
Apoſtolical Order, to them. the office pro- 
perly belonged. 
hy this example \ we are taugt, that God 
hath appointed cettain diſtinctions of miniſ- 
terial Duty, for the fake of Peace, Order, 
and Edification in his Church,; and farther, 
that the holineſs and other perſanal, qualifi- 
cations-of any miniſter, are diſtinct from the 
holineſs and authority of his office. Far 
though Ph ili, iþ was A perſon conſiderable 
enough to work ſuch miracles as aſtoniſhed 


the Samaritans, and procured him the good | 


opinion of Simon Magus himſelf, he had no 
Right to adminiſter Confirmation. And if 
Confirmation was proper to the Apoſtles in 
the firſt age of the Church, it is now proper 
to a Biſhop. For Biſhops have ſucceeded to 
that Character with which the Apoſtles 
were inveſted; at leaſt, to thoſe parts of 
their Obaracter which are neceſſary for the 
Church in the latter times. Through all 
the intermediate ages down to the Reforma- 
tion, the Chriſtian Society has been go- 
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verned by miniſters of three different Or- 
ders, with the names of Biſhops, Preſbyters, 
and Deacons. A Church without a Biſhop 


Was never heard of till the fifteenth Cen- 


tury; when ſome Proteſtants, who were 
willing to ſhake off the errors of Rome, and 
thought they could reform on no other 
terms but thoſe of Preſbytery, pleaded ne- 
ceſſity in excuſe for the defect. The'Scrip- 
ture ſhews us what the government of the 
Church ought to be by ſhewing us what it 
was. For a fact or precedent, where the 
example is authoritative, may be depended 
upon with greater certainty than a verbal 
diſtinction. Words are liable to different 
meanings; and an artful man can mold 
them into ſo many forms, and inveſt them 
with ſuch a cloud of Criticiſm, that they 
ſhall have 'no diſcernible meaning at 'all. 
The fact I ſpeak of, is the government of 
the Church by three Orders of Miniſters, 
at its firſt Eſtabliſhment. The twelve Apoſ- 
tles were firſt ordained by Chriſt himſelf 
out of the number of his Diſciples; of whom 
he choſe twelve, and named them Apeſtles; 
accommodating their number to the primi- 
tive partition.of the Church of Iſrael. After 
theſe he appointed other ſeventy alſo, who 
- B 4 were 
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were ſent out with a miniſterial Character, 
but were inferior to the Apoſtles, ' both in 
name and authority: for the Apoſtles, even 
after their ordination, are frequently called 
by the general name of Diſciples; but it 
does not appear that any of the ſeventy were 
ever called by the name of Apoſtles. This 
Appellation was reſtrained to the twelye 
who were firſt appointed ; and none other 
could be intitled to the name, till they were 
formally inveſted with the office, Accord- 
ingly it appears, that when the traytor Ju- 
das was gone to his own place, and the Apo- 
ſtles were reduced to Eleven, two perſons 
were-ſet apart from the diſciples as candi- 
dates, and one of them taken by lot to the 
Apoſtolical office. The ſolemnity of this 
appointment would have been unneceſſary 
and vain, unleſs the Apoſtles were diſtin- 
| guiſhed to a ſuperiority above the other 
diſciples. 

As the buſineſs of the Chriſtian Society 
increaſed upon the hands of its miniſters, 
ſeven more were ordained ; who in reſpect 
of their ſuperintending the diſtribution of 
eccleſiaſtical charities, were called geacons ; 
and in reſpe& of their office as teachers of 
thoſe converts to whom they adminiſtered 
SEO = the 
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the ſacrament of Baptiſm, were called 
Evangeliſts. 

Buy the moſt early conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church, it was committed to the 
miniſtry of three different orders, not yet 
ſo exactly aſcertained by their names as in 
the ſucceeding ages, but always diſtin& in 
office and authority. We are not to ſup- 
poſe that theſe three orders were a novel in- 
ſtitution, peculiar to the Chriſtian Church; 
but rather a tranſlation. of the three eſſential 
parts of the miniſtry from the Prieſthood 
under the Law to the miniſtry of the New 
Teſtament *. | 
Such was the form of the Church in 
every city and region, till it was inter- 
rupted by the encroachments of the Biſhop 
of Rome. Other Biſhops had exerciſed 
ſuch an authority only, and in ſuch a form 
as the Scripture itſelf had delivered down 
to them. And this caſe is ſo plain, that 
Catum himſelf could not but allow, that the 
ancient Biſhops had invented no other form of 
governing the Church, but ſuch as the Lord 
had preſcribed by his own word +. So that a 
Church which preſerves this form by ſuc- 


* Conſult By. Overall Book ii. chap. 6. 
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ceſſion, and e Confirmation by the 
firſt of the orders above mentioned, is ac- 
cording to the Apoſtolica pattern, our ene- 
mies themſelves bein judges. This being 
now Clear, as to the perſons whoſe office it 
is to adminiſter Confirmation ; ; we muſt en- 
quire who are UE pores r to re- 
Wenn , 
IV. When the Apoſtles heard MatSirntria 
had received the Wordof God, they ſent Peter 
and Jobn to lay their hands upon them: 
therefore they who have received the Word 
of "Grd are the proper ſubjects of Confirm- 
ation. By receiving the word of God, the 
cafe itſelf inſtructs us we are here to under- 
ſtand the taking upon themſelves the Chriſ- 
tian profeſſion i in baptifin 3 ; and baptiſm i in- 
cludes faith and repentance, He that per- 
ſeveres in his repentance, retains his faith, 
and has a competent knowledge of the 
Word of God, is qualified for the farther 
endowments of divine grace. If the Apoſ- 
tles when they vifited Samaria, or any other 
of the firſt Churches, found therein perſons 
who had departed from the conditions of 
their baptiſm, without queſtion they re- 
garded ſuch perſons as utterly unfit for the 
impoſition of. hands. This was the caſe of 
ö x | Simon, 
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Simon, a man of a vain, worldly ſpirit, who 
neither underſtood nor reliſhed the purity of 
the Goſpel, and was therefore declared to 
have neither part nor lot in that matter. 

V. The circumſtances of the Church be- 
ing now ſo different from what they were 
formerly, it will be a matter of ſome diffi- 
.culty to explain the benefit of Confirmation. 
In the Apoſtolical age, the benefit in very 
many who received it, was immediate and 
conſpicuous ; becauſe other ends were to be 
ſerved beſides the progreſs of private per- 
ſons in the Chriſtian life. While the 
Cburch was ſurrounded with heathen un- 
believers, extraordinary powers were re- 
quired for their converſion: with which 
view, the gifts of miracles, and of ſpeaking 
with tongues, were communicated by the 
laying on of hands. In thoſe days, the 
members of the Church were not only en- 
dued with ſuch grace as operated inwardly 
upon their affections for the retaining of 
them in the ways of Truth and Holineſs, 

but with ſuch power likewiſe as manifeſted 
itfelf outwardly to the ſenſes of men, and 
thereby led them to conſider and aſſent to 
a Religion ſo miraculouſly atteſted. Their 
prejudice was too great to be conquered by 
7 the 
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the force of Reaſon. The internal merits 
of the Goſpel, and the native excellence of 
Truth, would have no effect on thoſe who 
were incapable of diſcerning them. . There- 
fore God in his great mercy condeſcended 
to the ſhorter method of leading their Rea- 
ſon and Philoſophy captive, by operating 
upon them through the medium of their 
bodily ſenſes, But when the Goſpel was 
ſpread abroad in the world, and children 
were every where trained up under Chriſ- 
tian parents, theſe extraordinary powers be- 
came unneceſſary, and were conſequently 
withdrawn, A wrong education hath ſuch 
-an influence upon the mind, that many per- 
ſons are rendered proof againſt miracles and 
all the demonſtrations which the Power 
and Wiſdom of God can preſent to them. 
It has ſuch an effect upon the faculties, 
that a good-natured man will be ſoured into 
malice and cruelty, a learned man (though 
ſurrounded with light) will be groping in 
darkneſs, and a ſenſible man will talk like 
an ideot. When this grand obſtacle is re- 
moved, and people are no longer brought 
up to heatheniſm, the work of converſion 
may be. left to Education; the mind of a 
child will imbibe what is offered ; and as 
231 « 
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it grows to maturity, Reaſon will be n 
to maintain what ſimplicity received. 

On theſe confiderations, it is not to be 
wondered at, that the extraordinary powers 
which attended Confirmation were diſconti- 
nued after the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, 
and nothing retained but thoſe internal pow- 
ers which were always requiſite for the fal- 
vation of individuals, and were therefore 

conferred at the ſame time with the others. 
| The-Grace of God to diſpel the darkneſs of 
the underſtanding, and reſtrain the froward- 
neſs of paſſion, was as neceffary to thoſe 
who were confirmed by St. Peter, St. Fohn, 
or St. Paul, as to thoſe who are confirmed 
in this latter Age of the Church; and there- 
fore it is equally communicated in all times. 
What though the greatneſs of the Apoſto- 
lical character may now be ſunk in the eyes 
of thoſe who know not how to diſtinguiſh 
between times and ſeaſons; yet God, who 
promiſed to be with his Apoſtles to the end 
of the world, will not be wanting to his 
promiſe, nor leave his Church without ſuch 
helps as are neceſſary toward the perfecting 
and ſaving of its Members. Wherefore we 


may ſafely depend upon it, that the benefit 
of Confirmation to the faithful receiver is as 


6 real 
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real as. that of / baptiſm ; though it is not 
ſubject, in either caſe, to immediate obſer- 
vation. A learned Author, who was a man 


of great piety, had much experience of the 


world, and never was in any degree ad- 
dicted to Enthuſiaſm, aſſured me, that in 
the courſe of his life, he had met with per- 
ſons troubled in their conſcicnces, who had 


opened to him the ſtate of their minds, 


though: he was not a Clergyman. It was 
his cuſtom to aſk ſueh, whether they had 
been Confirmed ? If they anſwered in the 
negative, he adviſed them not to defer it 
any longer: and ſaid he had been witneſs 


to an happy change in ſeveral inſtances. It 


does by no means follow from this relation, 
that I think ſigns and wonders are to be ex- 
pected from the preſent Governors of the 
Church. For Confirmation is one of the 
ordinary means of Grace, and if it is found 
in ſome caſes to anſwer the purpoſe intend- 
ed, the effect is as properly within the com- 
mon ſphere of the Chriſtian economy, as 
the increaſe of a plant from the operation 
of the Elements is within the common 
courſe of Nature. If the Sun were to ſhine, 
the clouds to ſend down rain, the winds to 
vary according to their ſeaſon, and notwith- 
ſtanding 


on CON FPIRNMAT TON. 15 


ſanding all theſe advantages nothing ſhould 
be found to grow, it would be more won- 
derful than any thing we have yet obſerved: 
and it would not be leſs wonderful, if the In- 
ſtitutions of God were to do no good in his 
Church. What? ſhall God eſtabliſh the 
means of Grace amongſt us, and ſhall no 
benefit attend them ? Shall he confer his 
grace to ſtrengthen the mind, and ſhall the 
mind be no ſtronger with it. than without 
it? Doth God amuſe his people with forms 
which have no power, ,and ſhadows which 
have no correſponding, ſubſtance? This 
would be more incredible, becauſe more op- 
polite to the nature of God, and contra- 
dictory to Reaſon, than any thing that ever 
was or will be believed concerning an, Ef- 
ficacy in the Chriſtian Inſtitutions. - To 
thoſe, indeed who expected nothing from 
them, they always were lifeleſs and ineffect- 
tual. The Jews, who. were ſuch only in 
outward profeflion, reduced their Law to a 
dead Letter ; and Chriſtians of the like ſpirit 
reduce the Goſpel to an inſignificant Cere- 
mony. The Enthuſiaſt boaſts of finding a 
ſhorter, road to the Grace of God without 
condeſcending to the uſe of the means; and 
the ſqueamiſh improver of the Chriſtian 

Myſteries 


er 

Myſteries is aſhamed of the Form, unleſs 
you give him leave to ſuppoſe that it is voided 
of the Power, But the rational Believer takes 
a middle way between them, neither deſpi- 
ſing the form nor denying the power of it. 

Yet we muſt be cateful not to carry things 
beyond their line: we muſt diftinguiſh be- 
tween the ordinary and extraordinary influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. 

In the beginning of the Goſpel, when 
the hearts of the diſobedient were to be 
turned to the wiſdom of the juſt, and a peo- 
ple was to be prepared for the Lord, the 
| Progreſs was rapid, and the effects of the 

Spirit were viſible and immediate. At the 
Formation of the World, when things were 
rifing out of the Chaos, the Earth was haſtily 
furniſhed with all its productions. Herbs 
were in feed, Trees had their fruits upon 
them, Animals had their full ſtature, and 
man was arrived at maturity, in the ſpace of 
a ſingle day. But now, under the ſettled 
laws of Nature, all things are carried on ſo 
filently and ſlowly, that to vulgar Eyes 
they ſeem to ſtand ſtill. The Sun and 
Moon in the heavens, the verdure of the 
Spring, the fruits of the Autumn ; all are 


progreffive in 2 moment; but while we 
look 
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Jook upon them their motion is inſenſible. 
So the progreſs of Grace, like that of nature, 
1s not all at once, but by degrees, with a 
motion imperceptible to the Eyes. Yet 
both are real. The God who conducts the 
ſyſtem of phyſical cauſes in ſuch a manner as 
to ſatisfy the expectations of the Philoſo- 
phical Obſerver, will not difappoint thoſe 
who look up to him, according to his own 
direction, for hinge of much higher im- 
| pariagee, 

VI. The outward ſign or form of Con- 
firmation is the laſt thing deſcribed to us 
in that account, upon which I have been 
making theſe Remarks, We are told, that 
when Peter and Jobn had firſt prayed for 
the Samaritan converts, they /ayed their 

Hands on them, and they received the Holy 

Ghoſt. We rarely or never meet with any 

- inſtance of a gift communicated from God 
to man without ſome external ſign to il- 
luſtrate the nature of it and aſſure us of its 
reality. The water in Baptiſm, gnd the 
| bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper, are ap- 
| plied with this intention; and the appli- 
cation is ſo ſtrict and proper, that the whole 
viſible world cannot ſupply us with any 
other ſigns ſo accommodated ta the nature 


C af 


| 
| 


18 An ESSAY | 
of the things fignified. The /ay:mg on of 


hands, as a ſign, is not reſtrained to Con- 
firmation, but common to Ordination, and 
to other occaſions, to denote the power and 


authority of God. Moſes laid his hands 
upon the head of Joſhua when he gave him 


a commiſſion to ſucceed as Prophet, Paſtor, 


and Captain, to the people of Iſrael. The 
Apoſtles uſed the ſame Form when they 
healed the fick; and our bleſſed Saviour 
laid his hands on the little children when 
he gave them his benediction. A Ggn ſo 
frequently applied, and upon ſuch impot- 
tant occaſions, cannot be without its proper 
ſignification; and a few words will be ſuf- 


ficient to ſhew what it is. 


The bonds are the inſtruments of action 
and power, If any gift is preſented, any 
aſſiſtance offered, or any commiſſion given, 
from one man to another, the hands are the 


means of communication. The power of 


the human body is ſo eminently fixed to 


the hands, that hand and power are put for 


the ſame thing in the ſacred language. And 
anciently among the Latins, manumiſſion or 
a ſending away from the hand, ſignified the 
releaſing of a ſervant from the power of 
his maſter. 80 that if any thing is viſibly 

com- 
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communicated from God through the mi- 
niſtration of man, no outward ſign can ex- 
preſs this ſo properly as the ſtretching out 
and laying on of the hands of thoſe per- 
ſons, who act under him and for him in a 
miniſterial capacity. Such a ſubſtitution is 
neceſſary in our preſent ſtate, becauſe we 
can form no idea of ſpiritual things without 
the mediation of bodily objects. Moſes, in 
his miniſterial character, was the Repreſen- 
tative of God, according to what was ſaid 
of him, See, I have made thee a God to Pha- 
raob *. In virtue of this ſubſtitution, the 
hand of Moſes was ſtretched out, to ſignify 
the exertion of that divine power which ef- 
fected the miracles in Egypt. All nature 
became obedient to the motion of his hand; 
not for any power it had in itſelf, but be- 
cauſe the Almighty hand of God concur- 
red with the hand of his Miniſter. When 
Chriſt gave his plenary commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles after his Reſurrection, he told 
them they ſhould /ay hands upon the Sick, 
and they ſhould recover. The ſenſe of 
which ſign is referred to in the Hymn or 
Prayer recorded in the 4th. * of the 
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A, And now, Lord, behold their 
« threatnings, and grant unto thy Servants, 
«* that with all boldneſs they may ſpeak 
« thy word, by ftretching forth thine Hand 
„ to heal.” Whence it appears, plain 
enough for our preſent purpoſe, that when 
the hand of God was ſtretched forth for any 
act of divine Power, it was outwardly ex- 
preſſed by the hands of his minifters. Their 
hands touched, but it was the hand of God 
which healed, confirmed, ordained, and 
performed ſuch other acts as were beyond 
the reach of human power. 

VII. That the ceremony might be effec- 
tual, the Apoſtles firſt prayed for thoſe 
on whom their hands were to be laid. Not- 
withſtanding the propriety of the ſign and 
the plenitude of their Commiſſion, the ef- 
fect ſtill depended on the will of God, who 
expects humiliation on the part of his mi- 
niſters, and whoſe power never was nor 
will be at the diſpoſal of men dut at the 
Inſtance of their prayers. When the Truth 
of God is pledged that he will be with his 
Church and fulfil his promiſes to it, this 
condition is always underſtood, that there 
is a devout profeſſion of dependence in thoſe 
who diſtribute his Zifts, and faith in thoſe 
| who 
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who receive them. Our Church, which 
retains the uſe of the ſign, and preſcribes 
ſuch preparatory forms of Devotion as are 
ſuited to the occaſion, is every way agree- 
able in its practice to the ſenſe of the Goſ- 
pel, and the example of the Apoſtles, when 
Chriſtianity was in its pureſt State. 

VIII. The divine Spirit is every where 
preſent. Whither ſhall 1 go then (faith the 
Pſalmiſt) from thy Spirit, or hither ſhall I 
flee from thy preſence? If I aſcend up into 
Heaven thou art there : If nate my bed in 
Hell thou art there alſo. If I take the Wings 
of the Morning and dwell in the uttermoſt parts 
of the Sea, even there ſhall thy Hand (i. e. 


thy Spirit) lead me, and thy right Hand ſhall 
hold me. If we ſhould aſk how it comes to 


- paſs, that the Spirit of God is in all places, 
and yet not in all men; I fear the queſtion 
is too deep to be anſwered in a ſatisfacto 

manner. I am not able to define the pre- 
ſence of a Spirit. My own Spirit exerciſes 
its power in a ſtate of aſſociation with my 
body, ſo can give me no idea of Spirit in a 
ſtate of Abſtraction. When my mind is 
preſent to that from which my body is re- 
' mote, I know not what that preſence is 
but memory and imagination : ſo that my 
. con- 
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conceptions are as imperfe& as before. If 
I conſider the natural or created Spirit of 
the World, that brings me nearer to the 
properties of the divine Spirit: for the Air, 
which is every where preſent, 1 is moving in 
ſome places and ſtagnant 1 in others; it þ/ow- 
eth where it hſteth. It is the breath of life, 
and preſent to all bodies dead and alive, but 
It ſupports no reſpiration in a dead carcaſe. 
The queſtion will be more profitable, if 
we aſk why the wiſdom of God, in the diſ- 
tribution of his grace, hath thought fit to 
make uſe of the miniſtration of man? For 
this there are many reaſons. Our condition 
while we are in the body requires that we 
ſhould be miniſtered to in a bodily manner. 
Order and Decency require, that ſelf-deceit, 
impoſture, and confuſion ſhould be pre- 
vented in the Church. But chiefly it is ex- 
pedient, that our faith and ſubmiſſion to the 
Will of God ſhould always find ſomething 
to exerciſe them in every ſacred Inſtitution. 
This method of proceeding puts us to the 
proof, whether we will truſt to the promiſe 
of God for the receiving of thoſe gifts by 
other hands under his appointment, which 
he doth not vouchſafe to give us immedi- 


ately from himſelf, It is thought to have 
| been 
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been the cauſe of offence in Satan, that he 
was too proud to hold with the conſequences 
of the Incarnation, and would not ſubmit 
to worſhip God in the perſon of a man. It 
is now a like trial of our humility, whether 
we will acknowledge the power and autha- 
rity of God in men of lite paſſions with our- 
ſelves, whoſe frailty may tempt us to over- 
look and deſpiſe them. Some object to the 
validity of a divine Ordinance for the want 
of ſufficient holineſs in the Adminiſtrator, 
So the Donatiſts argued formerly, upon an 
opinion of their own ſanctity above that of 
other men. How, ſaid they, can any man 
give that which he hath not ? But they re- 
ceived a proper anſwer in few words— Hu- 
mana ſunt opera, ſed Dei ſunt munera—The 
works are of man, but the gifts are of God: 
he who pretends to confer them from him- 
ſelf miſtakes the nature of his commiſſion 
and profanely aſſumes that honour which 
belongs to God only. 

IX. I have not inſiſted on this diſtinRion, 
as if I thought the Clergy of the Church of 
England were more in need of it than any 
other Claſs of Miniſters in the Church. If 
any are not as they ſhould be, may God 
make them better: but upon the whole I 


ſup- 
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1 ſuppoſe we may ſtand the compariſon with 
'f any other Society this day in the world. And 
| I truſt, that the ſame God, who, when the 
Earth was filled with violence in the days 
of Noah, protected that righteous man in 
| | the building of an Ark to the ſaving of his 
houſe, when he was ſurrqunded with repro- 
=. bates, as ready to pull it to pieces or ſet fire 
* to it as he was to build it; that the ſame 
| God, I ſay, however wickedneſs and ink- 
delity may increaſe in theſe latter days, will 
| interpoſe for the government and preſetva- 
= ſiion of this Church, that his people may re- 
. ceive all thoſe means of grace which are re- 
| quiſite to prepare them for tis glorious 
| "Kipgdoin. T9) 4. 88129 


1 3 Lord ſave thy . 8 Bleſs thine be- 
7-25 ritage. Govern them, and lift them up for ever, 
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